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 A racial symbol is any material thing, visual object or an individual, place and event that 

are used to deceive and maintain the domination of a targeted racial population. A racist will use 

symbols to trigger a thought, speech, or action that has a racial objective. For example, Black 

elected officials are often used as racial symbols of “progress.” This is magnified even more 

when it is the first time a Black individual has been elected, selected or appointed to a certain 

political position (case in point Kamala Harris as the first Black female Vice President). This 

kind of representation is known as the first Negro syndrome which is racial symbolism at its 

finest. 

  The racial symbolism that is portrayed as a racial gain is in many cases after careful 

scrutiny nothing more than part of a racial shelf game. Racial symbolism does not change the 

material living conditions and the dependency state of the effective majority of Black people. 

What it does change is the material living condition of the individual who is used as a symbol. 

Racial symbolism must not be used as a substitute for racial justice. 

 If racial domination were being dismantled there would be no need to use symbols or to 

use glorification ceremonies such as the first Negro syndrome. If racism/white supremacy were 

being truly disassembled, the correct response to the advancement of a Black individual would 

be, “we are truly a shame that it took so long for this event to occur. We are sad that because of 

our racial discrimination and injustice we have caused your people so much harm and 

developmental delay. This is only the beginning, and we will work harder every day to correct all 

of the racial problems that we have created.” 



 The first Negro syndrome becomes nothing more than a celebration of 400 years of evil 

by using racial symbols and racial propaganda to cover it up. The symbols cannot change the 

reality of the continued evils of inferior housing, education, and economic underdevelopment. 

The use of racial symbol signifies a desire to continue to divert attention away from the real 

issue. The only symbolism that works is when the ghetto and inner cities are eliminated and 

Black people are totally self-sufficient. 


