
The Outfit of the Corrupted

After doing in-depth research with the resources available to me, I’ve learned the outfit of
this corrupted government. The Articles of Confederation, which was the first frame of
government for the United States, was in effect from 1781 to 1788. It provided a weak central
authority and was soon replaced by the Constitution. The Bill of Rights, which make up the first
10 amendments of the U.S. Constitution, was adopted in 1791 to guarantee individual rights
against infringement by the federal government. The rest of the amendments were individually
implemented on later dates.

- Amendment 13-Section 1
Neither slavery nor involuntary servitude, except as a punishment for crime whereof the
party shall have been duly convicted, shall exist within the United States, or any place
subject to their jurisdiction.

For the color of the law under this amendment shows the outfit of the corrupted. This
constitutional amendment was adopted in 1865 irrevocating the abolishment of slavery
throughout the United States. When African Americans obtained political power and began the
long march toward greater social and economic equality the government came up with a way to
control the growth of the people. As stated in the amendment, slavery is against the law ONLY
as a punishment for crime in which the accused party was convicted. Stringing along the lines of
the Constitution, instead of causing a disturbance to the people by re-establishing physical
slavery, the government implemented a form of mental slavery by creating a penile system that
we call prison. This system came to be known simply as Jim Crow.

The aggressive enforcement of small criminal offenses opened up an enormous market
for convict leasing, in which prisoners were contracted out as laborers to the highest private
bidder. With no means to pay off their “debts” prisoners were sold off as slaves for their labor.
Laborers were subject to almost continual lashing by long horse whips, and those who
collapsed due to injuries or exhaustion were often left to die. Prisoners had no legal rights and
were understood to be slaves of the state.

The creation of the Jim Crow was the nation’s first prison boom. The criminal justice
system was strategically employed to force the people back into a system of extreme repression
and control, a tactic that would continue to prove successful for generations to come. Even as
convict leasing faded away, strategic forms of exploitation and repression emerged anew.

Due to the Jim Crow effect, today we have the highest incarceration rate in the world.
The prison population has increased from 300,000 people in the early 1970s to over 2.3 million
people today. There are more than 6 million people on probation or parole.

Some states have no minimum age for prosecuting children as adults; the government is
responsible for sending a quarter million kids to adult jails and prisons to serve long prison
terms, some under the age of 14. For years we’ve been the only country in the world that
condemns children to life imprisonment without parole. More than 3,000 juveniles have been
sentenced to die in prison.

Hundreds of thousands of nonviolent offenders have been forced to spend decades in
prison. The government has created laws that make writing a bad check or committing a petty



crime such as theft or minor property damage punishable up to life imprisonment. There are
more than a half-million people in state or federal prisons for drug offenses today, up from
41,000 in 1980.

They have abolished parole in many states and have invented slogans like “Three
strikes and you’re out” to communicate their toughness. They have given up on rehabilitation,
education, and services for the imprisoned because providing assistance to the incarcerated is
apparently too kind and compassionate. They’ve institutionalized policies that reduce people to
their worst acts and permanently label them “criminal,” “murderer,” “rapist,” “thief,” “drug dealer,”
“sex offender,” “felon” – identities they can’t change regardless of the circumstances of their
crimes or any improvements they might make in their lives.

The collateral consequences of mass incarceration have been equally profound. The
system is set up to ban poor men/women and, inevitably, their children from receiving food
stamps and public housing if they have prior drug convictions. They created a new caste system
that forces thousands of people into homelessness, bans them from living with their families and
in their communities, and renders them virtually unemployable.

Finally, the government funnels lots of money. Spending on jails and prisons by state
and federal governments has risen from $6.9 billion in 1980 to over $80 billion today. Private
prison builders and prison service companies have spent millions of dollars to persuade state
and local governments to create new crimes, impose harsher sentences, and keep more people
locked up so that they can earn more profits. State governments have been forced to shift funds
from public services, education, health and welfare to put into incarceration. They now face
unprecedented economic crisis as a result. The privatization of prison health care, prison
commerce and a range of services has made mass incarceration a billion-dollar industry. With
that being said, what is the 13th Amendment and are we really free???
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